A planned prospective study of combined treatment in stage III epithelial ovarian cancer.
In a planned prospective study 39 consecutive patients with stage III ovarian cancer have been admitted in two years. All patients have received initial extensive surgery followed on as out patients basis by 5 courses of A-Cy chemotherapy and by a second operation and further non cross resistant chemotherapy with Platinum, Hexamethyl-Melamine, Polymelphalan; 24 have been found pathologically free of disease at second surgery, and 34/39 are clinically free of disease while reporting. These data, exactly collected and evaluated are consistent with our (previously reported) empyrical observation that adjuvant surgery interspersed with courses of aggressive chemotherapy may render free of disease the majority of patients, prolong survival, and possibly cure a portion of this population.